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"I am sure that it ought not to have been meant
forme," said Valencia, more downright than her sister.
Both could see for whom it was meant, by the look of
passionate worship which Frank fixed on a face which,
after all-, seemed made to be worshipped.

"I trust that neither of you," answered he, quietly,
"think me impertinent enough to pretend to make
love, as it is called, to Miss St. Just. I know who
she is, and who I am. Gentleman as I am, and the
descendant of gentlemen " (and Prank looked a little
proud, as he spoke, and very handsome), "I see clearly
enough the great gulf fixed between us; and I like it;
for it enables me to say truth which I otherwise dare
not have spoken; as a brother might say to a sister,
or a subject to a queen. Either analogy will do
equally well and equally ill."

Frank, without the least intending it, had taken
up the very strongest military position. Let a man
once make a woman understand, or fancy, that he
knows that he is nothing to her; and confess boldly
that there is a great gulf fixed between them, which
he has no mind to bridge over: and then there is
little that he may not see or do, for good or for evil.

And therefore it was that Lucia answered gently,
"I am sure you are not well, Mr. Headley. The
excitement of the night has been too much for you."

" Do I look excited, my dear madam V3 he answered
quietly. "I assure you that I am as calm as a man
must be who believes that he has but a few days to
live, and trusts, too, that when he dies, he will be